CHINA   &   THE   CHINESE
VICTIM   OF   A   CRUEL   CUSTOM
Bound at eight years old, at the cost of terrible suffering, her crippled feet seem much too small to be -strong enough to support so fine a physique as this Chinese
gentlewoman, possesses
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Ancestor-worship and filial piety foim the real religion of China and the very heart-centre of Chinese national and social life. That a man shall ever pay tribute of deep reverence in thought and in deed to his parents during their life-time, to their spirits after death, and so to the spirits of all his ancestors; to leave nothing undone whereby such tribute may in turn be paid to him by his sons, and so forward through posterity: such, in brief, is the faith
which colours rvc-v a^t :n the d.iilv life of the indivichiVs CL;^^. ;~A ha* moulded the destinies uf tLr- CLinL^ nation. On the one hand, ;t ;^ rc-pon-sible for the fevered struggle fev thn-e-fourths of the race for a bare subsistence: for every man must beget as many sons as possible or, at worst, adopt them, and there is neither room nor employment for all. On the other hand, a man who cannot support at the same time his parents and his child must be prepared to sacrifice the latter.
This faith enjoins that a man shall marry at the earliest possible age, but that he, his wife, his children shall be wholly subject to his parents while they live, and to their spirits when they
AN    EMANCIPATED   YOUNG   LADY
How  European   influences   have  modified
Chinese fashions is shown in the skirt worn
by this girl of good social standing, and w
the  shoes encasing  feet  that fcave been
allowed to develop on natural hoes
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